Broad Street School PP-8
March 2023- FAQ #1

Hello Broad Street Families,

You are receiving this information because your address falls within the PP-8 Broad
Street school boundary and your child is registered to attend the PP-8 Broad Street
school in September 2023.

Q. Will there be an Excel Program at Broad Street PP-8?
A. There will be an excel program at Broad Street. More communication will be coming out to
families in early April.

Q Will school supplies be available to order online?
A. We will not be setting up an online ordering feature. The school supply list for each grade
will be posted on our school website in late June.

Q. Will there be a Band program at Broad Street PP-8?

A. There will be a Grade 6 band program. Students from their current schools will have the
opportunity to explore what band is all about in the Spring 2023 with their school’s current band
teacher.

Grade 7 and Grade 8 band program: Current Grade 6 students will have the opportunity to
choose band for Grade 7. Current Grade 7 students who are in band, will be able to continue in
band in Grade 8.

Q Will there be a Breakfast Program at the new school?
A. Yes there will be a breakfast program offered at the new school.

Q. What information is available for busing?

A. Every year, transportation details are available to view online through BusPlanner Parent
Portal and are typically released mid-July. Families eligible for transportation will receive an
email to access the Parent Portal and view their child’s bus information once it is available.
Students must reside within their designated catchment of the school they are attending and meet
the minimum distance criteria to be eligible for transportation.

Please check your child(ren)’s transportation eligibility for the 2023-24 school year. Visit
hrcetransportation.mybusplanner.ca and click “Am I Eligible for Student Transportation?”

Q. Will my child be in a class with a friend?

A. The Broad Street PP-8 Admin team will be meeting with school teams from the other CPA
family of schools to create class lists. Creating these lists involves many considerations, such as
student gender, student strengths, student challenges and personalities. We will do our best to
ensure that students have a friend in class with them.

Q Will support and resources be available if my child has challenges or special needs?
A. At Broad Street PP-8 we will have the same access to support for our students. We will have
access to School Counsellors, Autism Specialist, Assistive Technology Specialist, Program


https://hrcetransportation.mybusplanner.ca/

Planning Specialist, Student Services Consultant, English as an Additional Language teacher,
Speech Language Pathologist, School Psychologist, School Social Worker, and Schools Plus
Facilitator.

Q Will there be one to one technology at the Broad Street PP-8?
A. Every student will have access to technology while they are in school when needed, but
students will not be assigned a Chromebook to go back and forth between home and school.

Q. ’m in a new catchment with this new boundary. How do I register for the new school?
A. Registration for families in Bedford opened on March 20. Please refer to the boundary map to
determine to determine if you are in the Broad Street catchment. Visit https://hrce.ca/registration
for more information!

Q. What do I do if I registered my child for school already and now the new boundary puts
us in this school? Do | need to re-register?
A. If you’ve already registered for another school, there is nothing more to do at this time.

Q. What will be the bell times for the new school?
A. Bell times for the new school have not been finalized. We know families need to plan, and
we'll be sure to advise families of bell times once they've been confirmed.

Q. My child attends Early French Immersion at their current school, but now they are to
go to the new school. Will they have Early French Immersion at the new school?

A. The new school will offer Early French Immersion. Any students who attended an Early
French Immersion program, and now fall within the boundary for the new school, will be able to
continue Early French Immersion at the new school.

Q. Is there Late French Immersion for Grades 7, 8 and 9 at the new schools?
A. Yes, there will be a Late French Immersion program offered for students in Grades 7-9. The
Late French Immersion program starts in grade 7.

Q. When will I know who my child’s teacher is at the new school?

A. HRCE’s staffing process begins in the spring and is ongoing until September 30. Staffing is
connected to enrolment numbers in each school. Principals will be in contact with families
before the first day of school.

Q. These are huge changes for students and families in the CPA FOS. How will you ensure
that everyone is supported through the transition?

A. We know that the success of each student depends on a strong transition plan. This is the
focus of our work from now until the school opens in September. Staff at each of the schools
with students transitioning to new locations will begin working to create solid plans in
partnership with staff and principals of the new schools. You will receive regular communication
as these plans unfold. As always, you are encouraged to reach out to your child’s school if you
have any questions or concerns, or if your child requires additional support.
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Q. Will families be able to tour Broad St. PP-8 School before it opens?
A. There will be an opportunity for families to tour in the fall, once the school settles in. In the
meantime, you can expect to receive photos and videos in advance.

Q. Who will be the Admin team at the new PP-8 Broad Street school?

A. The Admin team has been appointed and are actively participating in the design process. They
are Susan Casey (Principal), Phillip MacEachern (Vice Principal) and Courtney Smith (Vice
Principal).

Q. How many teachers will the new schools have?
A. The number of teachers depends on enrollment. All schools will be staffed to ensure
compliance with provincial class cap guidelines.

Q. What will be the name of the new school?
A. 1t will be up to the community, led by the principals, to decide. In the interim, we are referring
to it as the Broad Street PP-8 School.

Q. Will this school open with portables?
A. We do not anticipate the need for portables at the opening in September 2023.

Q. What is the projected enrollment data for the new school?

A. We anticipate that the Broad Street School will open with more than 1,000 students in the PP-
8 school. Our projections indicate this will increase over the next decade.

It is important to note that the growth in Bedford is such that additional changes will be
necessary, but our goal is to create as much stability as possible for the next three years.

Q. Who should I contact if | have questions?
A. You can reach out to our HRCE Parent Navigators, Natasha Horne or Amelia Downey in the
following ways:

e Email: connect@hrce.ca;

e Phone: 902-464-2000

Q. Is there another way | can share my questions?
A. Please submit your questions via email to broadstinquiry@hrce.ca. We will provide answers
and information in an ongoing FAQ document.
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